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Annual Meeting of Catholic Physicians 
The annual meeting for Catholic physicians will be 
held Wednesdqy, June I I, 1952. The occasion is spon­
sored by The Federation of Catholic Physicians' Guilds 
but not necessarily limited to membership. All Catholic 
,doctors are cordially invited to attend. 
The place - The Conrad Hilton, Chicago 
The time - 12:30 p.m. - Luncheon 
A short program will follow the luncheon. 
If you have not mailed your reservation to date, you 
are urged to do so at once. 
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The President's Page 
In the last letter to you we covered the facts to 
prove that the Church in the very early days of Her 
inception sheltered under Her wing the practice of 
medicine -- or, at least, a practitioner of medicine. 
That tradition of friendship and sponsorship of the 
science, the art and the practice of medicine came 
down intact through the centuries to the medieval ages-­
or, to what the critics of the Church prefer to brand 
as the "Dark Ages." 
How dark actually, were those so-called "Dark Ages?" 
Let's look'at the evidence brought forth within the 
last few years by two notable medical writers -­
Doctors Willi us and Dry of the Mayo Clinic. Their 
testimony gives the lie to canards about medieval 
medicine. This is to be found in! History of the 
Heart and Circulation published by Saunders. 
�s�wo writers call attention t0 what appears to 
be the world's first real medical center and medical 
school ever organized -- that at Salerno in Italy, 
probably in the tenth century. That institution reached 
the height of its influence and prestige in the twelfth 
century -- in the middle of the "Dark Ages." Salerno's 
center was notable for these facts: it was the first 
s9hool to prescribe specific pre-medical training; it_ 
established a definite medical curriculum; it was the 
first to require formal classroom courses and definite 
clinical application to patients of the knowledge 
imparted in the classroom, and it demanded a type of 
training that is directly related to our present-day 
internship. 
Salerno grew steadily in breadth and stature towards 
the summit of its influence in the middle of the 
thirteenth century (still in the "Dark Ages," mind 
you) until its civil ruler, Fredrick II, issued what 
is known now as the Medieval Law for the Regulation of 
the Practice of Medicine. Y�can judge how medieval 
::-and how modern -- the regulations were by some of 
the features. 
Here are some of the highlights: 1. A physician 
must have a diploma from a university and a license 
from the government. 2. He must have studied three 
Years in preparation before taking up the study of 
medicine. 3. He must have studied three years in 
